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CONSOLATION  TO  BELIEVERS-, 


1  Thes,  iv.  13,  14.  But  I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ig- 
norant, brethren,  concerning  them  which  are  asleep% 
that  ye  sorrow  not,  even,  as  others  which  have  no 
hope  :  for  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died,  and  rose 
again,  even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus,  will 
God  bring  with  him. 

Sin,  that  abominable  thing  which  God  hates,  has 
introduced  death  into  the  world,  and  all  the  miseries 
to  which  we  are  subject.  This  fact  is  clearly  ascer- 
tained in  scripture,  and  confirmed  by  experience  and 
observation :  t{  By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world, 
and  death  by  sin,  so  that  death  passed  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  sinned."  Through  its  baneful 
influence,  the  world  has  become  a  vale  of  tears; 
for  man  that  is  born  of  a  woman,  is  of  few  days,  and 
full  of  trouble.  Even  the  people  of  God,  though 
precious  in  his  sight,  are  not  exempted  from  scenes 
of  trial  and  tribulation ;  on  the  contrary,  they  fre- 
quently have  a  double  portion  ;  waters  of  a  full  cup 
are  wrung  out  unto  them.  But  while  they  are  ex- 
posed to  affliction,  in  common  wTith  other  men,  and 
have  trials  peculiar  to  themselves,  they  are  sustained 
by  supports  and  consolations  exclusively  their 
own ;  for  a  stranger  to  vital  godliness  doth  not 
intermeddle  with  their  joy.  True  religion  produces 
powerful  and  efficacious  remedies  for  the  ills  of  life, 
and  effectual  support  in  the  hour   of  death,     It  op* 
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poses'to  radical  corruption  the  influence  of  grace  ;  to 
the  curse  of  the  law,  the  blood  of  the  cross ;  to  the 
prince  of  darkness,  the  omnipotence  of  Christ  ;  to 
our  light  and  momentary  afflictions,  a  far  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  When  depriv- 
ed of  our  christian  friends  in  whom  much  of  our  hap- 
piness was  bound  up,  the  hope  which  the  gospel  in- 
spires, proves  a  healing  balm  to  the  bleeding  heart. 
It  sooths  our  sorrows,  wipes  away  our  tears,  pours 
into  our  bosom  its  rich  consolations,  and  demands  that 
we  sorrow  not,  even  as  others  which  have  no  hope  : 
for  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died,  and  rose  again, 
even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring 
with  him. 

Several  young  people  connected  with  this  congre- 
gation, who  were  lately  in  the  habit  of  assembling 
with  us  for  divine  worship,  are  now  numbered  with 
the  dead  !  This  evening  we  are  again  called  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  another  of  our  dear  young  friends.  May 
these  repeated  admonitions  make  a  deep  and  lasting 
impression  on  each  of  our  hearts  !  Their  language  to 
the  young,  as  well  as  to  the  old  is,  "  Be  ye  also  ready  : 
for  in  such  an  hour  as  ve  think  not,  the  Son  of  man 
cometh."  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  being 
prepared  for  this  solemn  and  awful  event,  and  convinc- 
ed that  those  who  live  and  die  in  sin  will  be  banish- 
ed for  ever  to  the  lowest  hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  not, 
and  the  fire  is  not  quenched,  I  cannot  forbear  adopt- 
ing the  prayer  of  Moses,  the  man  of  God  :  "  Oh  that 
they  were  wise,  that  they  understood  this,  that  they 
would  consider  their  latter  end  !" 

Our  departed  friend,  as  expressive  of  her  own  faith 


and  hope  in  him  who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life, 
and  with  a  view  to  comfort  her  christian  friends  and 
relatives,  selected  the  passage  of  scripture  we  have 
read,  as  the  subject  of  our  present  meditations  ;  and 
requested  that  a  sermon  should  be  preached  from  it, 
after  her  death.  In  complying  with  her  request,  we 
are  not  called  upon  to  depart  from  the  apostle's  de- 
sign in  this  passage,  which,  was  to  support  and  com- 
fort the  minds  of  believers  under  the  loss  of  their 
brethren  in  the  Lord. 

With  a  view  to  illustrate  tills  important  passage 
of  divine  truth,  I  propose  to  adopt  the  following 
method;  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  found  not  inap- 
plicable, or  uninteresting  on  this  solemn  occasion. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  shew, 

That  to  mourn  on  account  of  the  death  of  chris- 
tian friends  and  relations  is  natural,  and  no  where 
prohibited  by  the  gospel  of  Christ  ; — that  though 
moderate  grief,  on  such  occasions,  be  admissible, 
the  indulgence  of  excessive  sorrow  would  be  highly 
improper  and  inconsistent  with  christian  princi- 
ple ; — that  correct  views  respecting  the  present  and 
future  condition  of  those  who  die  in  the  Lord,  have 
a  great  tendency  to  assuage  our  grief  and  sooth  our 
sorrows ; — and  then  proceed  to  state,  the  solid  grounds 
upon  which  the  believer  founds  his  expectation  of 
the  future  resurrection  from  the  dead. 

I.  To  mourn  on  account  of  the  death  of  christian 
friends  and  relatives  is  natural,  and  no  where  prohib- 
ited by  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Nature  has  not  the 
power  to  suppress,  nor,  if  practicable,  would  it  be 
virtuous  to  suppress  the  painful  feelings  and  flowing 
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tears  occasioned  by  the  death  of  a  faithful  friend  ; 
a  friend,  who  hath  been  the  companion  of  our  youth ; 
the  solace  and  comfort  of  our  advancing  years ;  and 
whose  tender  sympathy  induced  him  to  enter 
deeply  into  all  our  joys  and  sorrows,  and  to  mingle 
his  tears  with  ours.  Reflecting  on  the  loss  we  have 
sustained,  it  is  natural  for  us  to  adopt  the  language 
of  the  Psalmist :  "  Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put 
far  from  me  and  mine  acquaintance  into  darkness. " 
When  a  venerable  parent,  who  has  been  the  guardian, 
the  support,  the  instructor,  and  the  glory  of  his  chil- 
dren, closes  his  eyes  in  death,  sensations  are  produced 
in  the  mind,  which  language  cannot  express  !  When 
the  patriarch  Jacob  yielded  up  the  ghost,  his  son  Jo- 
seph fell  upon  his  father's  face,  wept  upon  him,  kiss- 
ed him,  and  mourned  for  him  with  a  great  and  very 
sore  lamentation.  The  death  of  an  affectionate  and 
pious  husband  must  inflict  a  deep  wound  on  the  heart. 
You  who  have  experienced  such  a  bereavement,  know 
the  bitterness  it  occasions,  and  how  to  sympathize 
with  those  who  are  placed  in  similar  circumstances. 
The  loss  of  a  beloved  wife  in  whom  her  husband's 
heart  might  safely  trust;  and  who  possessed  the  or- 
nament of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  in  the  sight 
of  God  is  of  great  value,  leaves  an  aching  void  in 
the  bosom  of  the  bereaved,  which  the  wide  creation 
cannot  possibly  fill.  We  cannot  forbear  to  sympa- 
thize with  those  parents,  who  receive  from  their  phy- 
sician the  painful  intelligence,  "  I  can  do  nothing 
more  for  your  child ;"  entering  the  room,  we  behold 
them  standing  by  the  bed-side  of  their  expiring 
child — the  desire  of  their  eyes ;  perhaps   an  only 


daughter,  who  has  proved  amiable,  dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate. Their  life  was, bound  up  in  her's,  but  una- 
vailing are  all  their  tears ; — she  bids  them  a  final 
farewell ; — life  quivers  on  the  lip,  the  eyes  swim  in 
death,  and  are  closed  for  ever  !  When  intelligence 
was  brought  to  David,  respecting  the  death  of  his 
rebellious  son,  every  tender  emotion  was  instantly 
kindled  in  his  breast;  and  in  the  most  pathetic  lan- 
guage, he  gives  vent  to  those  feelings  which  it  was 
impossible  to  restrain  :  "  he  went  up  to  the  chamber 
over  the  gate,  and  wept ;  and  as  he  went  thus  he 
said,  O  my  son  Absalom !  my  son,  my  son  Absa- 
lom !  would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O  Absalom, 
my  son,  my  son  !"" 

Stoical  apathy,  and  sullen  insensibility,  (the  off- 
spring of  an  impenitent  heart,)  in  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  touch  every  tender  emotion  of  the  soul, 
are  as  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  christian  re- 
ligion, as  they  are  to  the  generous  feelings  of  human- 
ity. If  the  word  of  God  represents  it,  as  an  evidence 
of  the  deepest  depravity,  and  classes  it  with  the  ba- 
sest of  crimes,  to  be  "without  natural  affection,"  it 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  supposed  to  forbid  those 
tears  which  flow  from  real  affection.  It  would  be  an 
unjust  reflection  on  the  religion  of  Jesus  to  imagine, 
that  it  ever  meant  to  eradicate  the  innocent  sensa- 
tions of  the  mind  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  only  intends 
to  refine,  moderate,  and  direct  that  which  nature  hath 
implanted.  Jesus  who  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  mouth,  when  he  appeared  at  the  grave 
of  his  friend  Lazarus,  and  saw  Mary  weeping,  and 
the  Jews  also  weeping  who  came  with  her,  he  groan- 


cd  in  spirit,  was  troubled,  and  wept.  And  he  who 
does  not  weep,  at  least,  he  who  does  not  feel  on  such 
occasions,  gives  lamentable  evidence  that  he  does 
not  possess  the  mind  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Under  the  afflictive  dispensations  of  divine  provi- 
dence, however,  the  extremes  of  insensibility,  and 
of  excessive  sorrow  are  equally  to  be  avoided  ;  and 
against  such  extremes  we  are  cautioned  by  the  holy 
scriptures :  "  My  son  despise  not  thou  the  chastening 
of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of 
him," 

This  leads  us  to  notice, 

IT.  That  though  moderate  grief  on   the  loss  of 
christian  friends  and  relatives  be  admissible,  the  in 
dulgence  of  excessive  sorrow  would   be  highly  im- 
proper and  inconsistent  with  christian  principle. 

While  the  language  of  the  precept  in  our  text 
sanctions  sorrow,  it  forbids  that  which  is  excessive, 
and  teaches  us,  not  to  sorrow  even  as  others  zvhich 
have  no  hope.  By  those  who  have  no  hope,  the 
apostle  evidently  means  the  heathen  ;  who  were  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection, 
and  in  great  darkness  respecting  the  immortality  of 
the  soul.  They  were  strangers  to  the  revelation  of 
divine  mercy,  contained  in  the  sacred  scriptures,  and 
deeply  ingulphed  in  vice ;  they  were  indeed  without 
Christ,  having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the 
world.  Hence  they  sorrowed  for  their  deceased 
friends  as  though  death  had  blotted  them  out  of  ex- 
istence, The  most  enlightened  among  them  had 
many  doubts  respecting  a  future  state  ;  and  those 
who  favoured  the  belief  of  the  soul's  inimortalitv, 
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appear  to  have  limited  it  to  a  few  distinguished 
characters,    such  as  heroes,  legislators,  and  philoso- 
phers.    If  they  at  all  conceived  of  the  future  exis- 
tence of  mankind  in  general,  they  assigned  them  a 
transmigration  into   various  sorts   of  animals,   and 
thus  confounded  them  with  the  brute  creation.     Ig- 
norance and  uncertainty  respecting  a  future  life  pro- 
duced, on  the  loss  of  their  relations,  the  strongest  ex- 
pressions of  violent  grief  and  inconsolable  anguish  ; 
manifested  by  loud  howling,  and  wild  lamentations  ; 
tearing   their  hair,  beating  the  breast  with  the   fist, 
and  cutting  the  flesh  with  knives  and  lancets.     Con- 
duct of  this  nature    being   incompatible  with   the 
hope  of  the  gospel  which  brings  life  and  immortali- 
ty to  light,  christians  are  expressly  forbidden  to  im- 
itate. 

The  religion  of  Jesus  permits  us,  under  trials  and 
bereavements,  to  mourn;    but  not  to  murmur.     The 
gush  of  tears,  which  it  is  well  known,    relieves  the 
wounded  spirit,  and  allays  the  inward  burnings   of 
grief,  we  are  not  forbidden  to  indulge.     But  we  must 
guard  against  excess.     Of  this  we  are  in  imminent 
danger,  when  our  fond  desires  are  crossed  ;  w7henwe 
are  deprived  of  our  dearest   earthly  comforts;  and 
when  a  voice  from  heaven  has  said,  a  Son  of  man, 
behold  I  take  away  the  desire  of  thine  eyes  with  a 
stroke."     Our  grief  evidently  exceeds  the  bounda- 
ries which  Christianity  prescribes,  when  it  suggests 
rebellious  thoughts,  inspires  feelings  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  repining  against  the  will  of  the  sovereign 
disposer  of  all  events,   whose  determinations,  how- 
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ever  mysterious  to  us,  are  all  righteous,   wise,,  and 
merciful. 

Grief,  when  it  refuses  to  admit  of  consolation, 
must  be  pronounced  excessive.  While  we  sympa- 
thize with  Rachel  on  the  loss  of  her  children,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  her  sorrow  exceeded  wThen  she 
refused  to  be  comforted.  She  is  therefore  reproved  $ 
but  the  reproof  is  mixed  with  mercy,  and  adminis- 
tered with  all  the  tenderness  of  a  father  towards  a 
child  in  whom  he  delighteth  :  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
a  voice  was  heard  in  Ramah,  lamentation  and  bitter 
weeping ;  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children,  refused  to 
be  comforted  for  her  children,  because  they  were 
not.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  refrain  thy  voice  from 
weeping  and  thine  eyes  from  tears  ;  for  thy  work 
shall  be  rewarded  saith  the  Lord  ;  and  thy  children 
shall  come  again  from  the  land  of  the  enemy.  And 
there  is  hope  in  thine  end  saith  the  Lord,  that  thy 
children  shall  come  again  to  their  own  border."  To 
brood  over  our  afflictions  with  unbelieving  despon- 
dency, to  imagine  that  no  one  was  ever  tried  in  the 
same  manner,  and  in  the  same  degree  with  ourselves ; 
that  we  could  have  endured  any  affliction  but  this, 
and  made  every  sacrifice  but  that,  to  which  we  are 
now  called ;  to  remain  inconsolable  and  feed  our 
grief  by  bitter  musings  on  ail  the  aggravating  cir- 
cumstances of  our  affliction,  without  taking  into 
view  those  which  are  calculated  to  alleviate  and  con- 
sole, must  be  offensive  in  the  sight  of  God,  as  it  in- 
dicates a  want  of  submission  to  his  will,  and  turns 
the  rod,  which  was  designed  for  our  benefit,  into  a 
scorpion. 
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Our  grief  evidently  exceeds  proper  bounds,  and 
becomes  criminal,  when  our  own  trials  so  com- 
pletely occupy  our  minds  as  to  render  us  indifferent 
and  careless  about  the  afflictions  of  others;  which, 
after  all  may  be  much  more  severe  than  those  which 
we  endure.  Jonah  was  exceedingly  affected  with  the 
loss  of  his  gourd,  on  which  he  bestowed  no  labour, 
which  came  up  in  a  night  and  perished  in  a  night ; 
while  the  situation  of  Nineveh,  which  contained, 
perhaps,  more  than  a  million  of  people,  whose  de- 
struction he  had  just  predicted,  excited  little  of  his 
regard.  What  a  striking  contrast  to  this  selfish  tem- 
per of  mind  is  exhibited  in  the  conduct  of  Jesus  ! 
When  he  approached  Jerusalem,  having  all  his  own 
sufferings  full  in  prospect,  he  wept  over  that  devoted 
city,  saying,  ic  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou  at 
least  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  to  thy 
peace,  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes  !"  The 
last  hours  of  his  life  were  employed  in  instructing, 
comforting,  and  animating  his  perplexed  and  afflict- 
ed disciples.  When  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane, 
where  his  soul  wTas  in  an  agony,  sorrowful  even  unto 
death,  when  his  sweat  was  like  great  drops  of  blood, 
and  his  prayer  was  with  strong  crying  and  tears,  the 
situation  of  his  disciples  still  appears  on  his  heart : 
li  Watch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation.' ' 
Instead  of  being  absorbed  with  the  exclusive  thought 
of  his  own  situation,  he  displays  the  same  unabated 
affection  to  his  friends  in  the  hour  of  his  bitterest 
anguish,  as  in  the  time  of  serene  tranquillity.  How 
tender  and  disinterested  was  that  compassion  which, 
©n   the  way  to  Calvary,  dictated  the  language  of 
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pity  to  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem,  "Weep  not  for 
me,  but  weep  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children." 
When  Jesus  hung  upon  the  cross,  in  circumstances  in- 
conceivably overwhelming,he displayed  filial  aifection 
in  all  its  tenderness  :  directing  his  eye  to  his  afflicted 
mother,  he  committed  her  to  the  care  of  his  bosom 
friend, — "  Son  behold  thy  mother  !"  Nor  was  his 
attention  exclusively  engaged  about  the  welfare  of 
his  friends.  With  a  greatness  of  mind  bevond  exam- 
pie,  his  last  moments  were  occupied  in  apologies  and 
prayers  for  those  who  were  shedding  his  blood :  "Fath- 
er, forgive  them, "were  his  memorable  words  on  the  oc- 
casion :  "  Father,  forgive  them  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do !"  Do  we  profess  to  be  the  disciples  of  Jesus  ? 
Let  the  same  mind  be  in  us  that  was  in  him  ;  and  let 
ns  walk  even  as  he  also  walked.  Let  us  imbibe  his 
spirit  and  copy  his  example.  Then  instead  of  mani- 
festing selfish  insensibility  to  the' sufferings  of  oth- 
ers, we  shall  weep  xvith  them  that  weep  :  and  instead 
of  murmuring  and  complaining  against  God  on  ac- 
count of  the  trials  which  we  experience,  we  shall 
numbly  acquiesce  in  his  will,  and  resign  ourselves, 
and  our  all  into  his  hands,  saying,  "  Behold  here  am 
I,  let  him  do  unto  me  as  seemeth  good  unto  him. 
Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done."  Having  endeav- 
oured to  shew  that  excessive  sorrow  under  the  loss  of 
christian  friends  and  relatives  is  inconsistent  with  the 
hope  of  the  gospel,  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  shew, 

III.  That  correct  views  respecting  the  present  and 
future  condition  of  those  who  die  in  the  Lord,  have  a 
great  tendency  to  assuage  our  grief,  and  sooth  our 
sorrows.  The  scriptures  frequently  speak  of  death 
as  a  sleep.     The  death  of  mankind  in  general  is  thus 
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represented.  "  Man  lieth  down,  and  riseth  not: 
till  the  heavens  be  no  more  they  shall  not  awake,  nor 
be  raised  out  of  sleep.  They  who  sleep  in  the  dust 
of  the  earth  shall  awake ;  some  to  everlasting  life, 
and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt,"  And 
the  Psalmist  prayed,  <{  Lighten  mine  eyes,  lest  I  sleep 
the  sleep  of  death."  But  to  sleep  in  Jesus  is  a  privi- 
lege peculiar  to  believers.  They  are  in  the  Lord, 
which  implies  their  union  with  him.  And  however 
mysterious  and  chimerical  such  a  relation  may  ap- 
pear to  the  carnal  mind,  from  the  sacred  scriptures 
we  have  the  fullest  evidence  both  of  its  reality  and 
importance  :  "  He  that  eateth  my  flesh/'  saith  Jesus, 
"  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth  in  me  and  I  in 
him"  And  when  interceding  for  his  disciples,  his 
language  on  this  subject  is  equally  decisive.  "  Nei- 
ther pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which 
shall  believe  on  me  through  their  word  ;  that  they 
all  may  be  one,  as  thou  Father  art  in  me  and  I  in 
thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us." 

Various  similitudes  are  used  in  the  word  of  God  to 
represent  this  union.  Believers  are  considered  as 
standing  in  the  same  relation  to  Christ,  that  a  build- 
iagdoesto  its  foundation.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God, 
behold  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation,  a  stone,  a  tried 
stone,  a  precious  corner  stone,  a  sure  foundation.  On 
this  foundation  all  who  are  born  of  God  are  built, 
and  become  a  spiritual  temple,  an  habitation  for  God 
through  the  Spirit.  Christ  illustrates  the  union 
which  subsists  between  himself  and  his  people  by  a 
vine  and  its  branches :  "lam  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
branches ;  he  that  abideth  in  me  and  I  in  him,  the 


same  bringetb  forth  much  fruit ;  for  without  me  ye 
can  do  nothing."  This  union  is  likewise  illustrated 
by  that  which  exists  between  the  head,  and  the  mem- 
"bers  of  the  human  body.  Christ  is  the  head  of  his 
church,  and  believers  are  the  members  of  his  body. 
He  is  not  only  head  of  his  church  in  respect  to  su- 
preme authority  and  dominion,  but  he  is  head  of  his 
church  also,  in  respect  to  vital  influence ;  from  which 
all  the  body  by  joints  and  bands  having  nourishment 
ministered,  and  knit  together,  increaseth  with  the  in- 
crease of  God.  As  the  holy  oil  which  was  poured  on 
the  head  of  Aaron  descended  down  to  the  verv  skirts 
of  his  garments,  so  the  Holy  Spirit  which  was  giv- 
en above  measure  to  Christ,  who  is  head  over  all 
things  to  his  church,  descends  in  all  his  refreshing, 
fructifying  and  sanctifying  influences  to  every  mem- 
ber of  his  body. 

Union  with  the  Lord  Jesus,  which  is  the  grand 
source  of  the  felicity  and  security  of  the  saints 
through  life,  can  neither  be  affected,  nor  dissolved  by 
death;  for  they  sleep  in  Jesus,  their  life  is  hid  with 
Christ  in  God,  and  their  flesh  rests  in  hope.  The 
^apostle  Paul,  in  the  eighth  Chapter  of  his  Epistle  to 
the  Romans,  after  stating  the  security  of  believers  in 
consequence  of  their  relation  to  Christ;  the  manner 
in  which  they  evince  their  union  to  him,  by  walking 
not  after  the  flesh  but  after  the  spirit ;  and  the  in- 
valuable blessings  which  result  from  it,  triumphant- 
ly asks  :  <'  Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
Christ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution, 
or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword  ?  Nay  in 
'all  these  thjngs  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through 
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him  that  loved  us.  For  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither 
death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  pow- 
ers, nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor^depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be 
able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord." 

To  sleep  in  Jesus  does  not  imply,  as  some  have 
conceived,  that  the  soul  after  death  sinks  into  a  dor- 
mant state  of  utter  insensibility.  On  the  contrary, 
we  are  assured  from  the  sacred  scriptures,  that  the 
souls  of  believers  immediately  after  leaving  the  body 
enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord.  On  this  subject  the 
apostle  Paul  speaks  with  confidence  and  decision  : 
"  For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tab- 
ernacle were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an 

house  not  made  by  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. ■ 

Therefore  we  are  always  confident,  knowing  that 
whilst  we  are  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  absent  from 
the  Lord. — We  are  confident  I  say,  and  willing  rath- 
er to  be  absent  from  the  body,  and  to  be  present  with 
the  Lord."  These  words  convey  the  idea  of  an  im- 
mediate transition,  and  admit  of  no  intervening  me- 

to 

dium  either  of  state  or  time,  between  being  absent 
from  the  body  and  present  with  the  Lord.  The  faith- 
ful and  true  Witness  represents  Lazarus  as  conveyed 
by  angels,  immediately  upon  his  death,  into  Abra- 
ham's bosom ;  and  he  informs  the  penitent  thief, 
that  on  the  very  day  of  his  crucifixion  he  should  be 
Anth  him  in  Paradise. 

The  death  of  godly  men  is  compared  to  taking 
rest  by  sleep ;  because  they  rest  from  their  labours, 
and  are  for  ever  set  free  from  all  the  sorrows,  afrlic- 
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tions,  and  infirmities  of  this  mortal  state.  David,  af- 
ter he  had  served  his  own  generation,  by  the  will  of 
God  fell  on  sleep.  The  people  of  God  are  not  only 
exposed  to  those  calamities  which  are  common  to 
men,  but  they  have  also  afflictions  peculiar  to  them- 
selves. Affliction  may  be  considered  as  affecting 
either  the  body,  or  the  mind.  Those  incident  to 
the  body  are  many,  such  as  hunger,  nakedness,  sick- 
ness, pain,  with  a  variety  of  other  diseases,  and  some- 
times the  cruelties  of  persecution.  Paul  with  many 
„  others  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,  bare  in 
his  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  But  when  the 
saints  sleep  in  Jesus,  * they  shall  hunger  no  more, 
neither  thirst  any  more,  neither  shall  the  sun  light 
on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in 
the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead 
them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters  :  and  God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  And  there  shall 
be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying,  nei- 
ther shall  there  be  any  more  pain  ;  for  the  former 
things  are  passed  away." 

There  are  various  afflictions  to  which  the  people 
of  God  are  subject  in  this  imperfect  state  which 
more  immediately  affect  the  mind,  and  which  occa- 
sion much  sorrow  and  deep  distress.  But  when  they 
sleep  in  Jesus  the  days  of  their  mourning  are  en- 
ded ;  every  possible  cause  of  grief  and  anxiety  is 
for  ever  removed.  The  saints  on  earth  are  sometimes 
insnared  by  the  crafty  wiles  of  the  devil;  and  fre- 
quently tempted,  harassed,"  and  wounded  by  his  fiery 
darts  ;  but  in  heaven  they  are  completely  beyond  the 
sphere  of  his  influence,  none  of  his  fiery  darts  can 
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ever  penetrate  the  walls  of  the  New  Jerusalem.     Be- 
lievers in  this  world  are  often  surrounded  with  the 
ungodly,   whose  wickedness  and  impiety  cause  them 
to  weep  in  secret  places.     They  are   frequently,  like 
Lot  in  Sodom,  grieved  with  the  filthy  conversation 
of  the  wicked,  having  their  souls  vexed  from  day  to 
day  in  seeing  and  hearing  their  unlawful  deeds.   But 
with  Jesus  rn  the  uorld  of  spirits,  they  are  for  ever  sep- 
arated from  such  society ;  for  there,  no  unclean  thing 
can  enter.     The  principal  source  of  distress,  however, 
to  God's  people  here  below,  is  the  remains  of  indwell- 
ing sin.      Often  on  this  account  do  they  groan,  being 
burdened;  and  in  the  pathetic  language  of  the  apos- 
tle Paul  say,   "  O  wretched  man  that  1  am,  who  shall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?"      They 
frequently  complain,  When  we  would  do   good,  evil 
is  present  with  us.    What  groaning,  weeping,  watch- 
ing,   and  wrestling,  has  this  cost  them  !   How  often 
do  they  enter   into    their  closets  and  weep  over  the 
corruptions  of  their  nature,   bewail  their   want  of 
conformity  to  their   blessed    Redeemer,    plead   for 
greater  spirituality,  and  for  more  complete  deliverance 
from  sin,  their  worst  enemy.     But  when  they  are  re- 
leased from  this  mortal  state,  they  leave  sin  and  sor- 
row behind  them  ;  and  having  washed  their  robes, 
and  made  them   white  in  the  blood   of  the  Lamb, 
they  shall  appear  before  God  in  the  heavenly  sanc- 
tuary   without  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing, 
and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple. 

Those  who  sleep  in  Jesus  are  not  only  delivered 
from  all  evil ;  but  they  are  also  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion  of  all  good.   They  join  the  blissful  society  of  an~ 
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gels  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect  They 
enjoy  the  company  of  patriarchs,  prophets,  evange- 
lists, apostles,  and  the  noble  army  of  martyrs.  They 
again  meet  their  christian  friends  who  have  gone 
before  them,  with  whom  they  had  frequently  taken 
sweet  council,  and  in  whose  fellowship  they  for- 
merly experienced  so  much  felicity;  they  meet 
them  in  happiness ;  in  happiness  not  diminished, 
perhaps  enlarged,  by  the  instrumentality  of  their 
intercourse  during  their  pilgrimage  below.  But 
however  great  the  pleasure  which  they  derive  from 
communion  with  angels  and  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect,  the  principal  source  of  their  felicity 
results  from  dwelling  in  the  immediate  presence,  and 
enjoying  the  smiles  and  approbation  of  the  Lord  God 
and  the  Lamb.  "In  thy  presence,"  said  ©ne  who 
dwelt  in  his  bosom  from  eternity,  "In  thy  pre- 
sence is  fulness  of  joy ;  and  at  thy  right  hand  there  are 
pleasures  for  evermore.''  Another  essential  part  of 
the  heavenly  felicity,  and  which  affords  a  continual 
source  of  the  sublimest  joy  to  all  the  ransomed  my- 
riads around  the  throne,  consists  in  ascribing  bless- 
ing, and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power  unto  him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever 
and  ever. 

The  happiness  of  departed  saints,  though  incon- 
ceivably great  at  present,  yet  additional  happiness 
and  glory  shall  be  conferred  on  them,  when  Jesus 
comes  the  second  time,  without  sin  unto  salvation. 
Then  shall  they  receive  that  for  which  they  are  now 
waiting,  "  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption  of 
the  body."  The  promise  contained  in  the  words  of 
our  text,   the  accomplishment  of  which  is  secured 
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by  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus,  that  those 
who  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him,  cer- 
t  airily  implies  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.  Hence 
it  is  declared  in  ous  context,  "  For  the  Lord  himself 
shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the 
voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God  ; 
and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first."  To  believers, 
this  will  be  the  day  of  their  complete  redemption. 
Their  bodies  will  be  raised  from  the  dead,  and  fash- 
ioned like  unto  the  glorified  body  of  the  Son  of  God, 
and  reunited  to  their  immortal  spirits ;  which  will 
not  only  be  a  glorious  displaj^  of  divine  power,  but 
also  greatly  add  to  their  felicity.  The  astonishing 
change  which  will  J:hen  be  produced  on  the  bodies 
of  believers,  is  admirably  described  by  the  apostle 
Paul :  "  It  is  sown  in  corruption,  it  is  raised  in  in- 
corruption  ;  it  is  sown  in  dishonour,  it  is  raised  in 
glory ;  it  is  sown  in  weakness,  it  is  raised  in  power ; 
it  is  sown  a  natural  body,  it  is  raised  a  spiritual 
body.  For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption, 
and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality.  So  when 
this  corruptible  shall  have  put  on  incorruption,  and 
this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then  shall 
be  brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  is  written,  Death 
is  swallowed  up  in  victory." 

This  promise  implies  that  believers  shall  be  pub- 
licly acquitted,  at  the  tribunal  of  the  Judge  of  the 
Avhole  earth ;  for  they  return  with  him  in  triumph 
to  heaven,  which  will  not  be  the  case  with  any  of 
those  who  shall  not  stand  in  judgment  The  Jud^e 
arrayed  in  awful  majesty,  appearing  in  his  own  glo- 
ry, and  the  glory  of  his  Father,  attended  with  all  his 
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holy  angels,  shall  ascend  his  throne  to  judgment ; 
then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory, 
and  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations.  My- 
riads of  spectators,  all  of  whom  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  transactions  of  the  day,  await  the  grand  re- 
sult !  And  while  the  wicked  with  trembling  hands 
and  throbbing  hearts,  with  horror  in  their  aspect 
and  damnation  in  their  view,  would  be  glad  to  be 
crushed  to  atoms  bv  f ailing;  rocks,  or  buried  in 
eternal  oblivion  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountains,  the 
righteous  will  rejoice  and  triumph,  for  the  day  of 
their  redemption  is  come.  Jesus,  the  judge  of  the 
quick  and  dead,  acquits  them  of  every  charge,  de- 
clares their  vilest  sins  forgiven  through  his  precious 
blood,  and  presents  them  without  spot  to  his  Father, 
saying,  ''Here  am  I  and  the  children  whom  thou 
hast  given  me."  With  infinite  complacency  beam- 
ing in  his  countenance,  inspiring  the  hearts  of  his 
redeemed  with  rapturous  joy,  he  owns  them  as  his 
jewels,  and  pronounces  them  blessed.  "Ye  have 
confessed  my  name,  and  have  not  been  ashamed  of 
my  cross ;  ye  have  loved,  honoured,  and  followed 
rne  ;  and  I  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom  as  my  Fa- 
ther hath  appointed  unto  me  :  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world." 

The  promise  that  those  who  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God 
bring  with  him,  implies,  that  they  shall  have  an  abun- 
dant entrance  administered  to  them,  into  the  ever- 
lasting: kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  To  admit  the  saints  safe  to  heaven  at  last, 
would  be  a  glorious  display  of  free  and  sovereign 
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grace,  though  it  were  attended  with  as  much  diffi- 
cuity  as  that  with  which  Paul  and  his  companions 
were  saved  ;  "  some  on  hoards  and  some  on  broken 
pieces  of  the  ship."  But  Christians  may  enlarge 
their  expectations  ;  they  shall  be  brought  with  Jesus, 
the  Captain  of  their  salvation,  in  triumph  to  the 
realms  of  bliss.  "The  ransomed  of  the  Lord  shall 
return  and  come  to  Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting 
joy  upon  their  heads  :  they  shall  obtain  joy  and 
gladness,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away." 
-Ail  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  will  welcome  their  ap- 
proach, grace  their  triumphant  admission,  and  par- 
take of  their  joy.  If  there  be  joy  in  the  presence 
of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth, 
how  inconceivably  great  must  be  their  joy  when  all 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  out  of  every  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  nation,  and  people,  shall  be  brought  safe 
to  glory,  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord,  and  unite 
with  them  in  songs  of  eternal  gratitude  and  praise, 
to  him  who  sitteth  on  J  he  throne,  and  unto  the 
Lamb  !  The  saints  shall  enter  into  peace  and  eter- 
nal felicity,  each  one  walking  in  his  uprightness: 
and  so  they  shall  be  ever  with  the  Lord. 

IV.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  and  illustrate  the 
solid  grounds,  upon  which  the  believer  founds  his 
expectation  of  the  future  resurrection  of  the  dead. 
The  apostle's  argument,  in  our  text,  in  favour  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  human  body,  is  founded  on  the 
death  and  resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus  :-— For  if 
we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  even  so 
them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with 
him.     Let  us  consider,  separately,  the  force  of  the 
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argument,  in  proof  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body 
arising  from  Christ's  death.  The  great  Redeemer, 
as  our  substitute,  bare  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on 
the  tree.  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 
he  was  braised  for  our  iniquities  ;  the  chastisement 
of  our  sins  was  upon  him  ;  and  with  his  stripes  we 
are  healed.  He  who  knew  no  sin,  was  made  a  sin- 
offering  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteous- 
ness  of  God  in  him.  He  shed  his  blood  to  redeem 
both  soul  and  body  from  the  eurse  of  the  law,  the 
dominion  of  sin,  and  the  damnation  of  hell.  And 
having  made  a  full  and  complete  atonement  to  God 
for  all  our  offences  committed  in  the  body  ;  and  also 
having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us,  the  con- 
clusion is  irresistible,  that  all  his  redeemed  people 
shall  arise  to  everlasting  life.  The  saints  being 
Christ's  " purchased  possession"  must  accordingly 
be  redeemed  from  the  tomb ;  the  day  of  their  re- 
demption is  determined  ;  and  Jesus  has  pledged  him- 
self to  accomplish  it  at  the  appointed  period  :  "  I 
will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave :  I 
will  redeem  them  from  death.  O  death  !  I  will  be 
thy  plague.  O  grave  !  I  will  be  thy  destruction.'' 
Their  bodies  are  the  temples  of  the  holy  spirit,  and 
rendered  through  his  sanctifying  influence,  instru- 
ments of  righteousness  unto  God ;  and  therefore 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  remain  for  ever  under  the 
dominion  of  corruption.  What !  know  ye  not  that 
your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which 
is  in  you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not 
your  own,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price  ?  therefore 
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glorify  God  in  your  body  and  in  your  spirit,  which 
are  God's. 

The  argument  in  proof  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  derived  from  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  is  still 
more  forcible.  May  we  not  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject, say  :  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is 
risen  again  ?  By  his  death  he  abolished  death,  de- 
prived it  of  its  sting  by  expiating  sin;  and  by  his  re- 
surrection from  the  dead,  manifested  himself  to  be 
the  resurrection  and  the  life,  and  thus  brought  life 
and  incarruption  to  light.  The  doctrine  was  former- 
ly revealed ;  but  the  thing  was  first  exemplified  in 
his  own  person,  when  he  actually  rose  from  the  dead 
the  third  day  according  to  the  scriptures.  Hence  it 
is  urged  by  the  apostle,  in  our  text,  as  a  sure  pledge 
of  the  resurrection  of  the  saints  at  the  last  day. 
There  is  not  a  more  important  fact  recorded  in  the 
Gospel  history,  than  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.  It  affords  the  strongest  evidence  of  his  beino* 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Messiah ;  it  demon- 
strates the  perfection  and  efficacy  of  his  atonement; 
and  it  gives  stability  and  energy  to  the  believer's 
faith  in  every  other  part  of  divine  revelation.  In 
short,  it  is  a  truth  of  such  vital  importance,  that  our 
salvation  depends  upon  it.  We  should  understand  its 
import,  keep  it  in  memory,  and  live  under  its  moral 
influences.  The  apostle  Paul  admits,  that  the  truth  of 
the  whole  gospel  system  stands  or  falls  with  it :  "  If 
Christ  be  not  risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and 
your  faith  is  also  vain  ;  yea  and  we  are  found  false 
witnesses  of  God,  because  we  have  testified  of  God. 
that  he  raised  Christ  up,  whom  he  raised  not  up,  if 
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so  be  that  the  dead  rise  not  And  if  Christ  be  not 
raised,  your  faith  is  vain,  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins. 
Then  they  also  who  are  fallen  asleep  in  Christ  are 
perished."  Some  of  the  members  of  the  church  in 
Corinth  denied  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead  ;  yet  they  appear  to  have  admitted  the  truth 
of  Christ's  resurrection.  The  apostle  informs  them 
that  the  latter,  necessarily  implied  the  former;  and, 
consequently,  that  their  system  was  inconsistent  with 
itself — now  if  Christ  be  preached  that  he  rose  from 
the  dead,  how  say  some  among  you  that  there  is  no 
resurrection  of  the  dead  ?  He  traces  their  error 
through  its  various  ramifications,  and  pushes  it  to 
its  legitimate  consequences.  If  there  be  no  resur- 
rection of  the  dead,  then  is  not  Christ  risen;  and  if 
Christ  be  not  risen,  then  he  hath  made  no  atonement 
for  sin  ;  then  he  is  unable  to  accomplish  his  promises ; 
then  the  righteous  are  without  hope ;  then  the  whole 
fabric  of  the  christian  religion  is  of  human  contri- 
vance, the  production  of  deliberate  fraud  and  un- 
exampled hypocrisy.  From  this  gloomy  system  of 
error,  pregnant  with  such  alarming  consequences, 
the  apostle  turns  away  with  disgust  and  horror;  and 
cheers  the  minds  of  the  disciples  with  a  solemn  state- 
ment of  the  real  fact,  (a  fact  supported  by  many  in- 
fallible proofs,)  as  to  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  the  blessed  result  of  his  resurrection  with 
respect  to  all  those  who  trusted  in  him  for  salvation 
and  looked  for  his  second  and  glorious  appearing. — - 
61  But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead  and  become 
the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept" 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus,  renders  the  future  resur- 
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rection  of  the  dead  credible.  Should  the  scoffer 
treat  it  with  derision,  and  the  infidel  pronounce  it 
impossible,  a  reply  is  at  hand ;  we  can  appeal  to  a 
fact  which  fully  proves  its  practicability — "  Christ  is 
risen."  And  the  same  power  which  raised  him  is 
able  to  raise  the  whole  human  race.  All  the  diffi- 
culties which  can  be  mustered  by  the  most  sceptical 
mind,  vanish  like  the  shades  of  night  before  the 
rising  sun,  when  brought  into  competition  with  that 
power,  which  created  the  world  and  raised  our  Lord 
from  the  dead.  Is  there  any  thing  too  hard  for  the 
Lord  ?  Is  there  any  thing  which  the  energy  of  Om- 
nipotence cannot  accomplish  ?  Why  then,  should  it 
be  thought  a  thing  incredible  with  you  that  God 
should  raise  the  dead  ? 

Christ's  resurrection  involves  the  resurrection  of 
his  people,  because  he  rose  from  the  dead  not  in  a 
private  capacity,  but  as  the  vital  head  and  public  re- 
presentative of  his  body  the  church.  And  the 
Spirit  which  quickened  him  is  communicated  to  all 
his  members,  by  whose  life-giving  influence,  they  arc 
quickened  from  a  state  of  death  in  sin,  and  raised  to 
a  new  life  of  conformity  to  the  divine  image;  and 
consequently,  have  already  dwelling  in  them,  that 
very  quickening  principle  which  raised  Christ,  and 
which  will  finally  raise  up  their  mortal  bodies — "  If 
the  spirit  of  him  who  raised  up  Christ  from  the 
dead  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raised  up  Christ  from  the 
dead  shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his 
Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you," 

"  Though  sin  has  doom'd  our  mortal  flesh 
"  To  mingle  with  the  dust, 
f*  Yet  as  the  Lord  our  head  arose, 
"  So  all  hrs  followers  must." 
P 
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Christ  id  his  resurrection  is  compared  to  the  first 
fruits  under  the  law,  which  being  offered  to  the 
Lord,  in  connexio?}  with  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  when  ac- 
cepted, consecrated  the  whole  harvest,  and  was  a 
specimen,  as  well  as  a  certain  pledge  and  earnest  of 
it.  The  sheaf  of  the  first  fruits  which  was  dedicated 
to  the  Lord,  was  to  be  presented  to  him  on  the  day 
following  the  feast  of  the  passover:  and  it  was  on 
this  day,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week,  that  Christ, 
after  having  consecrated  his  people  with  the  blood 
of  his  sacrifice,  arose  from  the  dead  and  became  the 
first-fruits  of  them  that  slept.  For  since  by  man 
came  death,  by  man  came  also  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ 
shall  all  be  made  alive.  But  every  man  in  his  own 
order;  Christ  the  first-fruits ;  and  afterwards  they 
that  are  Christ's  at  his  coming. 

It  is  evident  from  scripture  history,  that  a  number 
of  persons  were  raised  from  the  dead,  previous  to  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus;  but  they,  no  doubt,  died  again 
and  saw  corruption.  He  was  the  first  who  rose  from 
the  dead  to  die  no  more, — the  first  who  left  the  man- 
sion of  the  grave  to  enjoy  immortal  life  in  heaven: 
Hence  he  is  called  the  first-fruits,  and  the  first- be- 
gotten from  the  dead.  The  saints  whose  graves  were 
opened  at  the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  probably  as- 
cended with  him  to  heaven,  to  grace  his  triumph 
over  death  and  the  grave;  but  it  is  expressly  de- 
clared, that  they  arose  and  came  out  of  their  graves 
after  his  resurrection.  The  priority  assigned  to  Je- 
sus in  his  resurrection,  corresponds  well  with  the  su- 
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preme  dignity  of  his  character,  and  the  eminent 
station  which  he  holds  in  his  church  :  "  He  is  before 
all  things,  and  by  him  all  things  cousist ;  and  he  is 
head  of  the  body,  the  church ;   he  is  the  beginning, 

THE  FIRST-BORN  FROM  THE  DEAD,  THAT  IN  ALL 
THINGS  HE  MIGHT  HAVE  THE  PRE-EMINENCE." 

God's  people  are  predestinated  to  be  conformed  to 
the  image  of  his  Son,  not  only  in  holiness,  but  also 
in  reference  to  his  being  brought  again  from  the 
dead,  as  the  first-born  among  many  brethren.  The 
many  brethren  with  whom  he  stands  connected,  are 
united  to  him  by  a  tie  which  death  cannot  impair, 
and  they  shall  in  their  order  succeed  him  in  that 
birth,  to  which  they  are  predestinated,  and  be  the 
children  of  God  by  being  the  children  of  the  resur- 
rect ion? 

<£  Made  like  him,  like  him  we  rise, 

"  Ours  the  cross,  the  grave,  the  skies." 

It  may  riot  be  improper  before  we  conclude  this 
part  of  our  subject,  to  shew  from  the  positive  de- 
clarations of  sacred  scripture,  that  there  shall  be  a 
resurrection  of  the  unjust,  as  well  as  of  the  just. 
Such  declarations  abound  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testament.  "  Many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust 
of  the  earth  shall  awake,  some  to  everlasting  life, 
and  some  to  everlasting  shame  and  contempt.  The 
dead,  small  and  great,  shall  stand  before  God.  All 
that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son 
of  God,  and  shail  come  forth  :  they  that  have  done 
good  unto  the  resurrection  of  life ;  and  they  that 
have  done  evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation. 
God  now  commandeth  all  men  every  where  to  re- 
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pent ;  because  he  bath  appointed  a  day,  in  the  which 
he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained  ;  whereof  he  hath  given 

ASSURANCE  UNTO  ALL  MEN  IN  THAT  HE  HATH 
RAISED  HIM  FROM  THE  DEAD." 

I  shall  close  this  discourse  with  the  following  re- 
flections. 

First,  this  subject  furnishes  us  with  the  most  pow- 
erful motives  to  diligence  and  activity  in  the  service 
of  Christ.  Our  blessed  Redeemer,  in  consequence 
of  having  loved  us  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in 
his  own  blood,  is  well  entitled  to  our  supreme  affec- 
tion and  best  services.  Duty,  gratitude,  and  interest 
combine  in  urging  us  to  live  not  to  ourselves,  but 
tin  to  him  who  died  for  us  and  rose  again.  The  hap- 
piness to  be  conferred  on  the  righteous  at  the  second 
coming  of  Jesus,  must,  when  duly  considered,  prove 
a  powerful  inducement  to  holy  obedience.  We  have 
already  seen  that  this  happiness,  which  is  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  the  believer's  hope,  and  the  glorious 
prize  of  his  high  calling,  includes  the  resurrection 
of  the  body,  a  public  acquittal  in  the  final  judgment, 
complete  conformity  in  soul  and  body  to  Christ  in 
his  exalted  state,  and  being  brought  in  triumph  with 
him  to  heaven,  to  dwell  forever  in  his  presence  and 
behold  his  glory.  While  this  happiness  is  the  free 
gift  of  redeeming  love,  and  effectually  secured  by 
Christ  to  all  the  purchase  of  his  blood,  to  guard 
against  presumption  and  slothful  security,  and  with 
a  view  to  encourage  and  animate  believers  in  works 
of  faith  and  labours  of  love,  it  is  promised  in  the 
way  of  obedience,   Search  the  scriptures  and  see,  who 
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are  authorized  to  claim  the  promise  of  eternal  feli- 
city.    Not  those  who  are  enemies  to  God  by  wicked 
works;  not  those  who  make  a  flaming  profession  of 
religion,  and  yet  live  in  the  gratification   of  their 
lusts,  and  thereby  crucify  to  themselves  the  Son  of 
God  afresh,    and  put  him  to  an  open  shame.     No  ; 
only  those  who  have  done  good,  shall  come  forth  to 
the  resurrection  of  life ;  only  those  who  have  labour- 
ed that  whether  present  or  absent  they  might  be  ac- 
cepted of  Christ,  shall  be  acquitted  in   the  judg- 
ment; only   those  who  have  loved  his  appearing, 
shall  receive  from  the  righteous  judge  a  crown  .of 
righteousness ;  and  only  those  who  have  been  good 
and  faithful  servants  shall  enter  into  the  joy  of  their 
Lord.     In  stating  these  facts,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  insinuate  that  we  can  merit  any  thing  at  the  hand 
of  God  by  our  services;  this  is  impossible:  On  the 
ground  of  merit,  the  highest  angel  in  heaven  can 
have  no  claim  upon  his  Maker.     My  design  is  to 
shew  the  purifying  influence  of  the  Christian's  hope, 
both   as  it  respects  the  temper  of  the  heart  and  the 
conduct  of  the  life,   and  its  inseparable  connexion 
with  holiness,  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord.     Must  we  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat 
of  Christ?     What  manner  of  persons  then  ought  we 
to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness  ?     In 
the  prospect  of  this,  let  us  be  diligent  that  we  may 
be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot,  and  blame- 
less.    The  practical  use  of  the  doctrine  of  the  resur- 
rection of  the  just,  and  the  influence  which  it  ought 
to  have  upon  the  obedience  of  believers,  are  clearly 
stated  and  enforced  by  the  apostle  Paul :  "  Therefore, 
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my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfast,  immoveable,  al- 
ways abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ;  for  as 
much  as  ye  know,  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord." 

Secondly,  This  subject  affords  the  strongest 
ground  of  consolation  to  the  saints,  in  the  prospect 
of  their  own  dissolution.  To  those  who  are  without 
hope  and  under  fearful  apprehensions  of  future  mi- 
sery, the  prospect  of  death  must  be  inconceivably 
dreadful !  And,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  independ- 
ent of  its  consequences,  there  is  something  awful  in 
death,  at  which  the  human  mind  shudders,  and  from 
which  it  naturally  recoils.  But  to  real  christians,  the 
doctrine  of  redemption  through  a  crucified  and  risen 
Saviour,  as  contained  in  our  text,  deprives  death  of 
ks  terrors,  and  the  grave  of  its  gloom.  Believers, 
after  their  labours  and  sufferings  are  finished  "sleep 
in  Jesus,"  and  enter  immediately  into  that  rest  which 
remaineth  for  the  people  of  God.  In  this  view,  death 
is  not  only  stript  of  its  terrors,  but  is  actually  con- 
verted into  a  real  blessing.  "  I  heard  "  saith  John, 
"  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying  unto  me,  Write,  bless- 
ed are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord,  from  hence- 
forth :  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  front 
their  labours;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
True  religion  alone  can  effectually  fortify  the  mind 
in  the  prospect  of  death,  and  make  it  desirable.  It 
is  this  which  renders  the  latter  end  of  the  righteous 
peaceful  and  happy.  "  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and 
behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 
Observe  how  he  addresses  his  brethren:  " Behold  I 
die;  but  God  shall  surely  visit  you."    See  him  di- 
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recti ug  his  eyes  to  heaven  and  addressing  his  God  : 
"  I  have  waited  for  thy  salvation  O  Lord  !  Now 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace.  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  there  is  none  upon 
earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee.  My  flesh  and  my 
heart  faileth  ;  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart 
and  my  portion  for  ever."  Hear  him  declaring  the 
ground  of  his  hope: — "  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea, 
rather,  that  is  risen  again,  who  is  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us — I 
know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth :  and  though  after 
my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh 
shall  I  see  God,  Jesus  hath  converted  the  king  of 
terrors  into  a  messenger  of  peace.  O  death  where 
is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave  where  is  thy  victory  ?  The 
sting  of  death  is  sin  :  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the 
law.  But  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  vic- 
tory through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Lastly,  this  subject  is  admirably  calculated  to  al- 
leviate our  grief,  when  death  hath  bereft  us  of  our 
christian  friends  and  relations.  It  unfolds  to  our 
view  a  source  of  everlasting  consolation,  and  lays  a 
firm  foundation  for  good  hope  through  grace,  amidst 
the  ravages  of  death.  It  is  fully  adequate  to  sustain 
the  mind  under  the  sorrows  of  this  evening;  sor- 
rows occasioned  by  the  solemn  event,  to  which  I 
must  now  direct  your  attention, — the  death  of  our  de- 
parted dear  young  friend  Mrs.  Delezenne.  She  pos- 
sessed the  unspeakable  advantage  of  having  a  religi- 
ous education,  and  of  being  brought  up  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  To  this  source  must 
be  traced  that  sweetness  of  temper,  and  amiableness 
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of  conduct,  which  rendered  her  peculiarly  dear  to 
her  parents,  and  which  procured  to  her,  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  her  acquaintance.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, till  about  five  years  ago  ihat  she  was  brought 
experimentally  to  taste  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and 
feel  the  vital  influence  of  true  religion.  Previous  to 
this  period,  her  mind  became  gradually  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  eternal  things;  which  in- 
duced her  to  search  the  scriptures  daily.  The  evil 
of  sin,  the  deep  depravity  and  corruption  of  her 
own  heart,  the  absolute  necessity  of  pardon  and  sal- 
vation through  the  peace-speaking  blood  of  Jesus, 
in  order  to  escape  the  wrath  to  come,  were  subjects 
which  now  engaged  her  attention.  When  labouring 
under  the  pressure  of  conscious  guilt,  it  pleased  the 
God  of  all  grace  who  had  wounded,  to  heal.  He 
manifested  himself  to  her  in  mercy,  while  she  was 
reading  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Gospel  by  John. 
The  veil,  which  concealed  from  her  view  the  glory  of 
Christ's  character  and  the  perfection  of  his  atonement, 
was  now  removed ;  and,  renouncing  every  other 
ground  of  hope  as  delusive  and  destructive,  she  was 
brought  to  place  her  entire  dependance  for  salvation 
on  that  work  which  Jesus  finished,  when  on  the  cross 
he  suffered  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might 
bring  us  unto  God.  Under  the  teaching  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit,  she  soon  made  considerable  progress  in 
divine  knowledge;  her  views  of  the  truth  were  clear 
and  impressive;  and  she  was  enabled  to  live  under  its 
blessed  influence. 

She  drank  deep  in  the  cup  of  affliction.     She  la- 
boured nine  years  under  that  disorder  which  termi- 
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nated  in  her  death.  During  which  period,  at  inter- 
vals she  enjoyed  tolerable  health,  and  was  as  cheerful 
as  most  young  people  are ;  but  a  little  fatigue,  or 
cold,  would  instantly  produce  a  return  of  her  com- 
plaint. In  this  way  she  continued  until  about  three 
months  before  her  death.  What  seemed  to  grieve 
her  most,  after  she  knew  the  Lord,  and  what  she 
was  often  heard  to  regret,  was,  that  on  account  of 
her  weakly  state  of  body  she  could  seldom  attend 
the  public  worship  of  God.  She  was  remarkably 
fond  of  singing  the  songs  of  Zion  and  when  able, 
always  engaged  with  pleasure  in  that  delightful  ex- 
ercise. About  three  months  before  she  died,  she 
attempted  to  join  with  her  parents  in  singing,  but 
was  suddenly  obliged  to  stop  for  want  of  breath, 
and  observed  with  tears,  "  My  lungs  are  almost 
gone,  I  shall  never  be  able  to  sing  again,"  nor  was 
she  ever  known  to  attempt  it  afterwards.  Her  last 
sickness,  which  was  very  severe,  continued  about 
three  months;  but  the  presence  of  God  and  the 
consolations  of  the  gospel  afforded  her  wonderful 
support;  so  that  she  was  enabled  to  bear  her  af- 
fliction with  much  patience  and  resignation,  and  was 
scarcely  ever  heard  to  utter  a  murmuring  word. 
The  sacred  scriptures  were  the  food  of  her  soul,  and 
she  heard  her  parents  and  others  read  them  with  pe- 
culiar satisfaction.  Some  other  books  she  was  also 
fond  of,  particularly  Masons  Spiritual  Treasury. 
Feeling  her  strength  of  body  daily  to  decrease,  she 
perceived  that  her  end  was  rapidly  approaching,  and 
met  it  with  more  than  common  fortitude.  A  short 
time  before  her  death,    on  observing  her  mother 
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shedding  tears,  she  said,  "  Mother,  I  know  you  will 
sensibly  feel  the  loss  you  are  now  to  sustain ;  but 
weep  not  for  me,  as  for  one  who  has  no  hope;  my 
hope  is  founded  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  he 
will  support  me  in  the  trying  hour."  At  the  same 
time  she  requested  that  a  funeral  sermon  might  be 
preached  from  the  words  of  our  text,  after  her 
death ;  and  likewise  pointed  out  the  hymns  she 
wished  to  be  sung  on  the  occasion,  namely,  the 
20th  hymn  of  our  selection,  and  the  558  and  56$ 
of  Dr.  Rippon's. 

As  her  dissolution  drew  near,  her  bodily  affliction 
became  more  severe,  but  her  mind  appeared  to  be 
serene  and  happy.  About  five  weeks  before  her  own 
death,  she  lost  her  only  child,  which  must  have  been 
a  severe  stroke ;  but  the  Lord  supported  her  under 
it.  Her  friends  were  astonished  to  observe  with  what 
patience  she  endured  this  bereavement,  and  her  sub- 
mission to  the  divine  will.  "  I  know,"  said  she,  "  it 
is  all  for  the  best — the  Lord's  will  be  done."  On 
the  evening  previous  to  that  of  her  departure,  she 
remarked,  "  I  shall  soon  be  freed  from  all  my  afflic- 
tions." Next  morning  about  two  o'clock,  when  la- 
bouring hard  under  affliction  of  body,  she  directed 
her  eyes  to  heaven,  and  said,  "  Come,  Lord  Jesus, 
and  take  thy  dying  child  !"  A  few  hours  after,  she 
said,  "  It  is  long  in  coming:"  meaning  the  hour  of 
her  departure.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 
she  appeared  to  be  much  worse,  and  perceiving  her 
expiring  moment  to  be  near  at  hand,  she  took  her 
father's  hand  in  one  of  her's,  and  her  mother's  in  the 
other,  and  said  "  farewell,  father ;  farewell,  mother;" 
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and  then  took  hold  of  her  husband's  hand  and  said 
"  farewell ;"  but  could  not,  though  she  attempted  it, 
articulate  another  word ;  and  laying  down  her  head, 
instantly  expired  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan.* 
Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
latter  end  be  like  hers  !  As  a  child,  she  was  dutiful 
and  affectionate ;  as  a  wife,  she  possessed  those  quali- 
ties in  a  high  degree  which  were  calculated  to  se- 
cure the  esteem  and  affection  of  her  husband ;  and 
as  a  christian,  she  adorned  the  doctrine  of  God 
our  Saviour,  in  her  life  and  in  her  death.  She  no 
doubt  had  her  imperfections — these  she  felt  and  la- 
mented ;  and  it  is  not  my  wish  to  represent  her  in 
any  other  light  than  that  in  which  she  considered 
herself, — a  sinner  saved  by  sovereign  mercy. 

It  would  indicate  a  want  of  feeling  not  to  sympa- 
thize, on  this  occasion,  with  the  relations  of  the  de- 
ceased, who  have  experienced  so  great  a  loss.  Per- 
mit me,  therefore,  to  suggest  to  you,  my  christian 
friends,  who  mourn  on  account  of  this  bereavement, 
some  considerations  with  a  view  to  alleviate  your 
grief. 

This  dispensation,  hoxvever  trying  and  afflictive,  is 
the  doing  of  the  Lord,  And  he  hath  done  it,  not 
only  in  infinite  loving-kindness  to  her,  but  also  to 
you  ; — that  your  hearts  may  be  more  abstracted  from 
this  world,  to  which  they  are  but  too  apt  to  cleave; 
and  fixed  more  steadily  on  those  things  which  are 
above  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 

The  event  which  occasions  your  present  sorroxv, 

*  Mrs,  D.  was  born  in  London  on  the  13th  of  December,  1790  ;  vas  married 
on  the  29th  of  August.  1810,  and  died  the  29th  of  March,  181-2. 
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has  issued  in  her  eternal  joy.  She  died  in  the  Lord, 
and  is  now  for  ever  set  free  from  sin  and  sorrow,  and 
made  completely  happy  In  the  presence  of  her  God 
and  Saviour.  And  is  it  possible  that  you  can  have 
a  wish  that  it  were  otherwise  ?  Does  not  real  af- 
fection always  delight  in  the  happiness  of  its  object  ? 
Let  the  language  of  Jesus  in  his  last  address  to  his 
weeping  disciples  sink  deep  into  your  mind  : — If  ye 
loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  because  I  said  I  go  un- 
to the  Father. 

The  painful  separation  which  this  event  has  occa- 
sioned, xvill  not  be  of  long  duration.  If  ye  continue 
in  the  faith  grounded  and  settled,  and  be  not  moved 
away  from  the  hope  of  the  gospel  which  you  have 
heard,  you  shall  again  meet  your  departed  friend  in 
a  happier  and  better  world,  never  to  part.  It  was 
this  consideration  which  composed  David's  mind 
under  the  loss  of  his  child  : — "  He  shall  not  return 
to  me,  but  one  consolation  still  remains,  I  shall  go 
to  him." 

"  A  few  short  years  of  evil  past, 
We  reach  the  happy  shore ; 
Where  death-divided  friends  at  last 
Shall  meet,  to  part  no  more." 

But  what  shall  I  say  to  the  relations  of  the  de- 
ceased, who  are  yet  living  without  God  and  without 
hope  in  the  world  ?  Shall  I  say  to  you,  weep  on  her 
account  ?  No ;  weep  for  yourselves.  The  separation 
which  has  taken  place,  if  you  continue  in  your  present 
state,  will  be  an  eternal  one  of  woe.  It  is  true  you  shall 
meet  again  in  the  great  day  of  final  retribution;  but 
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this  will  be  an  awful  meeting.  The  admonitions, 
the  prayers,  and  the  tears,  of  your  godly  relations 
will  be  found  swift  witnesses  against  you  in  that 
day ;  and  you  shall  hear  the  Judge  of  all  pronounce 
your  doom.  Depart  from  me, — depart  from  the  so- 
ciety of  saints  and  angels, — depart  ye  cursed,  into 
everlasting  fire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 
May  the  Lord  grant  that  you  may  now  take  warning 
and  flee  to  Jesus  the  oniy  refuge  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  obtain  peace  and  pardon  through  his  blood, 
and  be  accounted  worthy  to  escape  all  these  things, 
and  to  stand  with  acceptance  before  the  Son  of  Man  ! 

I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  addressing 
the  youth  of  this  congregation. 

My  dear  young  friends,  the  solemn  event  to  which 
our  attention  has  this  evening  been  directed,  the 
death  of  one  of  your  young  companions,  cut  down 
in  the  flower  of  her  days,  is,  to  us  all,  but  particu- 
larly to  youy  instructive  and  impressive.  It  furnishes 
you  with  additional  evidence,  that  all  flesh  is  grass; 
and  all  the  goodliness  thereof,  as  the  flower  of  the 
field  ;  that  life  is  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  little 
time,  and  then  vanisheth  away ;  that  youth  is  no 
security  from  the  stroke  of  death;  and  therefore, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  unwise  than  to  put  off  the 
concerns  of  the  soul  and  eternity  to  a  future  period. 
There  are  very  few  young  people  who  have  arrived 
at  such  a  pitch  of  finished  depravity,  as  to  determine 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  religion  at  all;  but,  like 
Felix,  they  leave  the  concern  to  a  more  convenient 
season;  and  in  the  meantime,  confidently  conclude, 
that  all  will  issue  well  in  the  end.     In  thousands  of 
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successive  instances,  when  sinners  were  trusting  in 
this  refuge  of  lies,  Death,  in  an  unexpected  hour,  has 
hurried  them  to  the  tribunal  of  God,  with  a  rapidity 
which  has  only  permitted  them  to  exclaim,  The 
harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is  ended,  and  we  are  not 
saved.  Let  such  examples  admonish  you,  and  with- 
out delay  attend  to  the  things  which  belong  to  your 
peace.  "  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth  ;  nozv  is  the  accepted  time,  nozv  is  the 
day  of  salvation  ;  to*day,  if  you  will  hear  his  voice, 
harden  not  your  hearts/'  Your  lives  are  very  pre- 
carious and  uncertain, — perhaps  there  is  but  a  step 
between  you  and  death, — perhaps  this  night  your 
soul  may  be  required  of  you.  And  should  this  be 
the  case,  are  you  prepared  to  meet  death  ?  There  is 
no  way  of  answering  the  question,  but  by  comparing 
your  character  with  the  word  of  God.  There  you 
will  find  it  recorded,  "  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son 
hath  everlasting  life ;  and  he  that  believeth  not  the 
Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him.  Except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise 
perish.  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cannot  see 
the  kingdom  of  God."  Do  you  understand  these 
things  by  experience  ?  Did  you  ever  seriously  think 
about  them?  They  are  subjects  of  no  small  impor- 
tance. If  you  have  no  experimental  acquaintance 
with  them,  you  are  at  present  strangers  to  yourselves? 
to  God,  to  Christ,  and  to  the  way  of  life ;  exposed 
to  the  curse  of  Almighty  God,  and  dying  in  your 
present  state,  you  must  perish  for  ever.  Will  you 
still  madly  persist  in  neglecting  the  great  salvation  ? 
Will  you  sacrifice  your  own  precious  souls  for  the 
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pleasures  of  sin,  which  are  but  for  a  season,  which 
always  leave  a  sting  behind,  and  issue  in  perdition  ? 
May  I  not  hope,  that  you  will  now  begin  to  see  the 
folly  and  danger  of  such  a  course,  and  listen  to  the 
voice  of  God,  who  says,  "  I  love  them  that  love  me, 
and  they  that  seek  me  early  shall  find  me  !"  He  ex- 
postulates with  you  as  a  father — "  Wilt  thou  not 
from  this  time  cry  unto  me,  my  father,  thou  art  the 
guide  of  my  youth  ?"  If  you  seek  him,  he  will  be 
found  of  you ;  but  if  you  forsake  him,  he  will  cast 
you  ofT  for  ever. 


THE    END. 


